L
3

4
{

LITE
DESERT ISLANDS TOLD OF IN THIS BOOK|

= =

e ——

N

e —— -

A book that should delight the many
lovers of romance, espacially those who
like most the tales of desert islands, haa
been brought out in America by Charles
Seribner's Sons and is entitled A Natu ral-
ist on Desert lIslands.® The author is
Percy R. Lowe, a Cambridge man. and his
narrative is not only truthful but full of
surprises of the romantio sort.

Mr, Lowe had the good fortune in Bix
consecitive winters (o accompany  Sir
Frederic Johnetona and his wife, Lady Wil-
ton, on delightful yachting eruises in the
Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico, In
the course of thesa cruises the steam
yacht Zenaida, a boat of some 850 tons
and belonging to Sir Frederic, visited
almost every island, large or small, in
these two basins of the sea, basides seeing
something of the neighhoring coasts of
the mainland, Venezuela, Mexico and
Florida. Many of the islands seen are far
off the beaten track, seldom or naver
visited and toall intents and purposes non-

existent. The author claima for them but |

little historical or human intarest and sava

rankly that they wonld bore the many
who care not for solitude and delicious
imaginings. But he found, and many
readers will find with him. charm in the
oompleta privacy and inaccessibility of
these mites of land and in the sense of “ex-
ploration” falt in going among them.

The epots to which the book is devoled |
J
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'are Swan Tsland. the most interesting and
| about which twelve unusually readable
chaptera hava baen written; Rlanquilla
Island and the Hermanos islands, which
are seven
| The author, though a naturalist, has not
burdened his tale with erudite discovaries
he made. The story of Swan Island, long-
est of all, is the most interesting. In the
‘508 one Samuel Parsons, grandfather
of a present nativeof the Grand Cayman,

took possession of Swan, He was not the ! sea captain and loneliness with peace was
first to coma there. Two men named | batter in his view than seeking fortunes |
Alley and Page had gone to Swan n-nl for others on the waters. |
years or g0 before but had not stayed. Nor | Mr. A, has a wife and two sons and the |
did Parsons stay. He merely laft a lot of | American family lives on Swan in great

goats on the isle and went back to the contsantment. 1t has a comfortable house

Grand Cayman. After a good many years | and negroes as servants and plenty to ‘
the present owner of Swan, described eat. Tt is a lucky family. The Ameri- |
in the book as Mr. A, showed up. landed, |can Fruit Company has a wireless!
ate up all the Parsonsgoata and settled | relay station on its coral isle and the

for good and all. He was an old American lowner. in return for permitting the wire- |

A NEGRO EXPLORER
A AN AUTHOR

Matthew Henson'’s Book About the
Trip to the North Pole
With Peary.

ARCTIC LITERARY STUDIES

Early Lack of Schoollng and the Part
the Bible and Shakespeare Had
in Forming His Style.

One of "the most interesting of the
spring's authors from many points of view
{s Matthew Henson: whosa book “A
Negro Explorer at the North Pole” con
talns the only personal account other than
Peary’'s that will ever he written of the
climax of the expedition. Tt issignificant,
as Peary has said, that several races were
represented on the day of the discovery.

*Tt in an interesting fact,” he said, “that
in the final conquest of the ‘prize of the
centuries’ not alone individuals but races
were represented.  On that bitter brilliant
day in April, 1909, when the Stars and
Stripes floated at the north pole Caucasian,
Ethiopian and Mongolian &tood gide by
side at the apex of the earth in the har-
monious companionship pesulting from
hard work, exposure, danger and a com
mon ohject,

“Henson, son of the tropics, has proven
through years his ability to stand tropical,
temperate and the flercest stresa of frigid
climate and exposure, while on the other
hand it is well known that the inhabitanta
of the highest north, tough and hardy as
they are to the rigors of their awn climate,
succumb very quickly to the vagaries of
even a temperate climate
presents itsell at once, 'Is it a differenee
in phyegical fibre or in brain and will power

or i8 tha difference in the elimatic con-+|

ditions themselves?™

Henson, the author, who throughout
his book shows a love and knowledge of
good hooks surprising when one considers
hig limited advantages and the restrie
tions imposed by his twenty years of
hardships in exploration, does not in ap
pearance show any evidences of extreme
hardihood. Though virile enough tao
reach the pole with Peary ha is no huge
Jack Johnsgon nor anything resembling

him, but a smallish, quiet, ohservant sort |

of man. He is well knit, quick of move-
ment and clear of eve  like a trained run
per.  He wears eyeglasses, carries himselt
like & competent though modest man of
aTaire and showas an efliciency and fase
coming from long
men

association with big

Thera were alwiays a few hooks along !

on the explonng expeditions, and no one
made better
negro companion.  He tells of the hittla
lihrary on board the Hoosevelt during the
last polar journey

“Out on the of the
ha save, “as far ax readinge matter went
I think Dr. Goodsell had a very small set
of Shakespeara and 1 know that 1 had a
Holy Bible. The others who went out an
the ice may hoave had reading matter with
them, but they did not vead it out loud,
and eo 1 am not ina position to say what
their literary tastos wire

“Hut vn board ship there was quite ap

e

polar ocean,”

The question |

nse of them than did Peary's |

| extensive library, especially on Arctic and
Antarctic topics, but as it was in the Com-
mander's eabin it was not heavily patron-
lized, In my own cabin [ had Dickens's
Bleak House," Kipling's ‘Barrack Room
I Ballads,' and the poems of Thomas Hood:

lalso a copy of the Holy Bible which had |

|been given to me by a dear old lady in
Brooklyn. [ also had [Deary's book
‘Northward Over the Great Iee’ and his
last work, ‘Nearest the Pole.’

“During the long dreary midnights of
the Arctic winter | spent many a pleasant
hour with my books, 1 also took along
with me a calendar for the years 1008 and
19009, for in the regions of noonday dark-
ness and midnight davlight, a calendar is
absolytely necessary. But mostly 1 had
rougher 'Yﬂn"s than reading to do.”

In his book the English used by this
negro, who had only six years of schooling
in his life, shows the influence of his con-
stant. reading of classical literature, It
has been said that there is no better culti-
vator of a literary style than the Bihle,
and the work of {lnnunu would seem 1o
bear the statement out,
thera too, seemingly unconsciously on
the author s part. For instance:

“We forced the dogs,” he writea, “and
they took it on the run, the iee undulating
beneath them the same as it doea when
little wanton boys play at tickley benders,
often with serious results, on the newly
formed ice on ponds and brooks down in
civilization. Our tickley benders were
not done in the spirit of play, but on ac-
count of urgent necessity.”

“He died aleie, he passed into the great
unknown alone, bravely and honorahly,”
he writes with Biblical simplicity and
repetition of the death of Prof. Marvin.
“He is the Jast of Earth's great martyrs;
he is home, his work is done, he is where
he longed to be, the Sailor is Home in the
Sea t is sad to write this. He went
hack to his death, drowned in the eold
| black water of the Big Lead In un,

marked, unmarbled grave, he sleeps his
| last, long sleep. ”
| “Having no poetry in my soul.” he sava
[in a description of northernmost Grant
| Land, “and being somewhat hardened by
| ¥ears of experience in that inhospitahle
country, words proper to give you an idea
Lof its unique beanty do not come to mind
| “lImagine gorgeous bleaknegs, beautiful
hlankness. It never sgeema broad, bright
day. even in the middle of June, and the
=ity has the different effects of the vary-
| ing hours of morning and evening twilight
| from the first to the last peep of day

Early in February, at noon, a thin hand of
hght appears far to the southward,
heralding the approach of the sun, and
daily the twilight lengthens, until early
in March, the sun, a laming disk of fiery
[ erimson, shows his distorted image above

the horizon

“The =zouth gides of the lofty peaks have
for days reflected the glory of the coming
| sun, and it does not require an artist to
lenjoy the unexampled splendor of the

view., The snows covering the peaks

show eIl of the colors, veriations and
tones of tha artist's palette and more,
Artiste hiove gone with us into the Arctie
and 1 have heard them rave over the won=
derful heauties of the seene and [ have
| seen them et work trying to reproduce
some of it with good results, but with
nothing hike th effect of the original
| "1t is ¢olor run riot .’

“To the northward all is dark and the
brigher stars of the heavens are still
visible, but growing fainter daily with the
strengthening of the sunlight
| “When the sun finally gets above the
[ horizon and swings his daily cirole the
| volor effects grow less and less, but then

the sky and cloud effects improve and the
| ®hadows in the mountaing and clefts of the

Shakespeare 18

ee sghow forth their beauty, cold blues

and grays, the bare patehes of the land
rich browns, and the whiteness of the snow
15 demzling
Shove us the sky is hlue and bright,
Bluer than the sky of the Mediterrancan,
wnd the clouds, from the silky cirus mare's
tils 1o the fantastic and heavy cumulus,
are always objects of beauty. This is
| the deseription of fine weather. "
l The closing paragraph of the negro

| long 1o sae again the lithe figure of my

explorer'n record is particularly inter- l having to print Bergson's “Creative Evolu-
eating, for into it he weaves two of his|tion" for the seventh time, an eleventh
favorite authors, Shakespeare and Kip- | edition of F. Paulsen's “Introduction to
ling S ! Philogophy,” atenth editionof H . Adams’s
“And now my story is ended; it i8 & “Sojence of Finance,” a fifth edition of Carl
tale that is told,” he writea. * Now 18 | Bicher's “Industrial Evolution' and second
b, PR FOI0, 8 KRR sditions”of” tw recent booke, Frederi
- : et . 5 Taber Cooper's "Some Representative Amer-
companions of the trail of the north. I lcan Story Tellern” and Dean Hodge's
commander and to hear agan his clear | book for young people, “Saints and Heroes
ringing volce urging and encouraging —— {
me onward with his ‘Well done, my boy." | The Holts have arranged for the publica- |
I want to be with the party when they |tjon in German by Messrs. Fnsslin &
reach the untrod shores of Crocker Land: | paiblin of Reutlingen of Burton E. Staven-
I yearn to be with those who reach the | n:y “That Affair at Elizabeth.” 7This is

south pole; the lure of the Arctio i8 tug- |y third of this author's books to appear
ging at my heart; to me the trail is call-

in a German translation, the previous
L ““The old trail! volumes belng "The Holladay Case” and
The trail that s always new!'" “The Marathon Mystery,” the latter having |

Matt Henson was born in Charles | also been translated into Itallan,

county, Maryland, in 1888, and his mother |
dying when he was 7, he attended the N The short stories of Ralph D. Paine have |
street school in Washington for six years | found recognition in Paris, where sea tales |
while making his home with his uncle in | are held in high favor, and r-n‘\enlnf thnj
that city. He began life as a cabin boy | giories, mostly of the sea, after having ap- |
on an ocean ateamship and before 'h" met | poared in French journals, have now been
l'i:lat:: he had siready made & voyags to collected into a book, with an introduction
! i by the translator, Jacques des Gachon
He was 18 when he met the Arotic ex- |, e . i
plorer and he has been his companion for £X04y aevon nmr::;:\ ;"-l t|r|‘ i'm in‘il"d:‘- ':.h::
twenty-three years. During that time|¥olume to be published this pring by
saatsd : 4, Sturgis and Walton Company under the
he acquired a knowled ge of books and got i r ¢ - a Oth
a practical understanding of everything | title “The Judgments of the Sea an er
that is a necessary part of daily life in | Stories,
the icehound wildernesses of polar ex-
ploration. He was at times a black-
smith, a carpenter and a cook
He became thoroughly acquainted with
the life, customs and language of the
Eskimos. He himself built the sledges
with which the journey to the pola was
gnceessfully completed. He could not
only drive a dog team or skin a musk ox
bt was something of a navigator as well

Other hooka announced hy the Sturgis
and Walton Company for early epring pub-
lication are “The Genetic Philosophy of
Education,” Dr. G. E. Partridge’s summary
of Dr, (i. Stanley Hall's philosophy, and
“The Drunkard,” a novel hy Guy Thorne,
dealing with the paychology of the inebriatet

Harper and Brothers announca that thay

LARDYV WILTON WITrl THE
SAIALLEFR OF MER TWO QUEEN-XISY,

less station, has the right to stop a ship
of the company whenever he wishea. |
So that touch with the outside world is |
feasible at all times and books, papers and |
mugazines are readily to be got. |

On_Blanquilla Ieland the yacht's folk |
found a hermit. According to his own
account he was the brother of the man |
who rented the island from Venezuela !
and who lived, a true patriarch, in the |
homestead on the other end of the island. |
The hermit chose to live apart from the |
only family within miles and miles of |
him A true hermit! \

I'he chapters on Los Hermanos islands
have naturally a good deal to say about
birds, for birds are thaonly inhabitants |
of those ceven rocky little wastes. Gan-
nets, which every sailor knows, wepe
found nesting on the island Orquilla to :
the tune of three species; the red footed
gannet, the booby and tha blue faced
gannet. The red footed was most com-
mon the blue faced being rather rare
Then thera weve frigate birds and the
boatswain bird. Its erv is highly un-
pleasant, but the hody of the boat-
swain bird is of 4 most dazzling white-
ness that makes it wholly worthy of |
its Latin name, Phaeton mtherus. Many |
other species of birds algo were found on |
islands of the Hermanos group

I'he author has illustrated his book with |
maps of his own making, very large and |
clearly drawn and pleasurably full of dp-|
tail Thers are thirty-two full page |
photograpba. 1

manent use. 1 have read it with the utmost
interest, and | am now rereading it and
studying it. Really it seems to me that
very littla more remaina o he written from |
the purely narrative side of the campaign,
although of course there will always be an
opportunity for a man like Mahan to draw
deductions from the narrative ™

Harper & Brothers announce that they
bave sent to pre<s another edition of “The
Iron Woman,” by Margaret Deland, and
“ln Cevlon and India,” by Thomas W,
Knox

A\ new novel by Leonard Merrick
entitled “The Position of Peggy” Is an-
sounced for immediate publication by
Mitchell Kennerley. 1It, like much of the
author's work, deals with theatrical life.

B. W. Huebsch announcesa for spring pub-
liration & new hook on =ocialism, “ Applied
Socialiam,” by John Spargo, author of the
“Life of Karl Marx.” ‘The same publisher
will shortly issue a hook dealing with some
present-day progredsive political questions,
“OurJudicial Oligarchy,” by (Jilbert |, Roe,
a New York lawyer who was formerly in
artpership with Senator T.a Follette. The |
[aln-r has written an introduction for the
hook

He made himself not only the most trusted
but also the most useful member of the
expedition

are reprinting this week two of thair hooks,

“Mary Carv,” hy Kate Langleyv Rosher, and |
| “The War With Spain,” by Henry Cabot
Lodge |

THE MAKING OF BOOKS. ;

| Apropos of tha successful dramatization
|nf "Little Women” it is stated that over

Moffat, Yard & Co. announce tha forth
coming publication of a new novel, “The | three million coplea of Miss Alcott’s
Blind Road,” by Hugh Gordon, a story of |
married life unnder metropolitan influences;

Big Business and Government,” by Charles
Norman Fav; “The Sentence of Silence, ™ hy
Heginald Wright Kauffman, “On the Trail
to Sunset.” a travel romance with scenes
set on the plaing an d mountains

ooks |
have been sold in the United States alone,
and that the a-mlznr' Littla Women " through- |
out the Engli€h speaking world exceeds
| one million.

Margaret. Deland's novel “The Tron |
Woman" is being put into the Braille text |
for the use of the blind. It is stated that this
is ona of the few current novels taken up
in thia wav, as onlv older hooks and classics |
are as o rle put into the expensive form for |
| reading by the blind f

“Woman and the New York Law,” a hook
dealing with the legal rights and obligations
of women in t his State, has just bean pub-
lished by Dir Gieorge James Bayvles of Colum
hin 1 niversity 'he work is the forerunner
of n series of similar digests of the law re-
luting 1o women in each of the Statea of
thea Union, a plan suggested at the national
convention of the General Federation of
Women's Clubs two vears ago.

Probably the earliest of the Secrihner |
novels, it is reported, will he Ramsay Ren-
gon's “A Knight in Denim,” a story laid in
n Nebraska farming community,

The Scribners report that “The Referen- !

dum, Initiative and Recall in America.” a

I new edition of E. P. Oberholtzer's “Refer- |

| andum in America,” thongh published only

It ia called “My |a month ago has already run into its sec-
| ond printing.

Jeffery Farnol's first hook, published
several vearsa ago as u holiday issue, was
hrought out in novel form on Fehruary 21
by Dodd, Mead &
lady Caprice.”

‘o,

Dowlil, Moad & Co. published an February Col. Roosevelt has written to Rear Ad
21 the following new books: “The Essential | miral F. E "hl\dwlf‘?l his opinion of the
Thing." a novel hy Arthur Hodges treating |latter’s two volume history of the Spanish- |
of New York society life: “The Butterfly | American war, which has just been pub-
House,” by Mary F. Wilkins Freeman. lished by the Scribners He says
“The Challce of Conrage,” a story of n man | "1 cannot deny mysell the pleasure of
and a girl gnowed in among tha Rocky  writing to vou to congratulate you upon
Mountains, by Cyrus Townsend Brady. and thank you for writing your admirahle
“Death,” an essay by Maurice Maeterlinek, | book upon the Spanish war. 1t seams to me
and George Saintsbury’s “History of English  to be exactly the bpok that was needed,
Criticism written, as it is, with serene impartiality
and after exhaustive study of the subject
hy A man who was a participant in the war,
and who in addition to the naval--that is,

It is reportad that Richard Pryce’s latest
novel, “Christopher,” which has just bheen
published in America, is now in ite third |in the broad sensa of the word, military I
edition in England. [ training of the practical kind Il"l'l'llul‘}'l
| o enable him to do his part well in the actual

work of the campaign also possesses th-l
kind of lsarning in military matters which |
is irdisp msable if a valuable military work |
is to be written, but which does not at all |
| times wecompany military ability. |
. | *"Your bhook | written along novel lines,
Henry Holt & Co. report that they m‘b\n it is the kind of novelty that is of per-

A new Fnglish poet will be Introduced to
American readers with the publication this !
week by Mitehell Kenneriey of “Poems” by
Gerald Gould,  This anther's first volume |
went through several aditions in England,

—

Fourith Large Printing Already

Lonesome Land

By
B. M. BOWER

Author of
“Chip of the Flying U,” etc.

No novelist has written of ranch life in the
Northwestern United States with more intimate
knowled e and a truer and racier pen. In “Lone
wome Land” she has dipped a little more deeply
into the inherent tragedies of “raw, new lands "
: Her pictures of (he region are as trie as
words ean make them, and she has ko worked
them into the story t hat they are not descript jons
of landscape, but a part of the moral and phve-
cal environment, -dynamic influences upon (e
people of her story. - New Yurk Times,

With spirited picturca by Stanley L. Wood
$1.25 Net, at All Boeksellers

LITTLE, BROWN & CO., Publishers
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JOHN LANE CO. NEW YORK
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Send or Phone to Your Book Dealer for
ONE CONTINUOUS JOY RIDE,—IN,—

From the Car
Behind

By
Eleanor Ingram
Colored. lilustrations By
James Montgomery Flagg

$1.25 Net
5 Postpald §1.37

The speed eveslckcns a;d one turns the pages breath-
lessly, as thrill succeeds thrill until the final big race.

J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
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s

ZULEIKA DOBSON

A NOVEL BY MAX BEERBOHM, “ZULEIKA DOBSON,"
will be as astounding to novel readers as “Don Quixote” was
to the chivalry-loving knights of old. It is the story of a beautiful,
innocent girl, a prestidigitator in vaudeville, who captivated two
continents and brought all of young Oxford to her feet. In the
hand of the incomparable Max the story of love's champion is
as entrancing and no less humorous in its own individual way
as ever were the adventures of the irresistible Spanish Don.

PUBLISHED TO-DAY

ZULEIEA DOBSON, a novel full of the magnetism of living
ple, by Max Beerbohm, author of “Yet Again,” *“Thae
appy Hypocrite,”" ate., is an important announcement of 1912,
Cover design by E. Steteon Crawford. Cloth, $1.80 net; post. 1Zc.

To Theatricél People:

Your training is such that you recognize the dramatic in
a book as well as in a play. Even if you only read one book a
year, this should be that one.

In your calling you appreciate character drawing—you will
find it here. Character without atmesphere is incomplete—ou
will get atmosphere also. You will live in Paris, and to a certain
extent, in its underworld; and when you have finished you will
know Paris as you probably never could see it or ever will see it.

That vital quality which makes people laugh and cry and
which you call heart interest is here also. You will find some-
thing pulling and tugging at your heart strings as you read this
book, and Mrs. White will hold you and fascinate you and play
with your feelings as a great actor does with his audience.

Again, we repeat, if you only read one book a year, let this
be that one. You will remember it as long as you live.

WHEN TRAGEDY
GRINJ
 Bro Grace Miller White

—uthor 3
'Tessfé%;_ Storm Country’

W. ]. WATT & CO., Publishers, New York




